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Statement for the Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD)
Puerto Vallarta, 08. – 11. November 2010


Caritas Internationalis, a global confederation of 165 Catholic charities, promotes integral human development. Namely, an approach that takes into consideration the wellbeing of the person and of all people in their different dimensions: economic, social, political, cultural, ecological and spiritual – in order to achieve a just society.

The protection, empowerment and integration of migrants, refugees, asylum seekers, undocumented migrants, trafficked people and other forcibly displaced populations and stateless persons are therefore a key concern.

Caritas has been closely following the Global Forum on Migration and Development and more specifically the Civil Society Days and the processes around it since its first meeting in Brussels in 2007. 

Caritas acknowledges that progress has been made with concern to better integrating Civil Society in the debate with governments. Therefore Caritas congratulates the host government, Mexico, and the Bancomer Foundation. They have achieved a greater space for substantial debate between governments and Civil Society. Hopefully this will bear fruit in terms of practical outcomes about policies and practices that make migration beneficial for migrants as well as for the development of communities of origin and destination.
Caritas would also like to congratulate the organisers for giving the gender focus, specifically the needs and capabilities of migrant women, a long overdue attention.

Half of the world’s migrants are women. More women migrate independently and as bread winners for their families. Yet they pay a high price. They are more often subject to violence, abuse and exploitation in the worst cases, but also face additional legal barriers for their migration. Female-orientated labour sectors are often poorly or totally unregulated, as in the case of migrant domestic workers. As they fill gaps in affluent countries, this migration is likely to increase.

Caritas is committed to upholding the rights for migrant workers and their families, specifically women and calls for

1) Inclusion of the gender perspective in all policy measures in order to assess what impact policies might have on migrant women and men.
Talking about migration and development without taking into consideration the needs of women falls short of the reality. Only if migrants both men and women have the same opportunities and their different needs are taken into account can the debate reach full circle. The improvements envisaged should see migrant women as having rights and opportunities, rather than only as victims of crime. This would imply specifically: 

a. To design migration policies which provide affordable, safe and legal migration opportunities for women, for example by abolishing recruitment fees, which put a heavy burden on migrants and enabling legal channels for feminized sectors of labour.


b. To regulate and control labour market sectors in which women work in order to avoid dependency, abuse and exploitation, for example not tying the work permit to one employer.
c. To boost measures and policies which erode the power of traffickers and smugglers, for example not making the protection of victims of trafficking only dependent on their cooperation with law enforcement, but providing resources and support for them to build a new life.

In the spirit of partnership which is the overarching issue for this Global Forum on Migration and Development, governments should listen and cooperate with civil society to improve the conditions for migrants throughout the whole migration journey.


2) Working towards an inclusive ILO Convention concerning decent work for domestic workers
Over the past year, civil society has devoted time and resources to the issue of migrant domestic workers. Thanks to this joint global effort, many of the concerns of migrant domestic workers are reflected well in the preliminary work towards a Convention. Caritas underlines the need for:

a. Systematically monitor recruitment agencies, for example by developing standards which they need to adhere to.
b. Provide structures and support that allow domestic workers to report abuses independently of the status of the person, for example through an ombudsman.

3) Change the public perception of migrants
One of the sessions at the Civil Society Days of the Global Forum will be devoted to public perceptions of migrants. With racism and xenophobia on the raise this is a very important debate, which should not exclude difficulties experienced in daily life. However, Caritas believes that first and foremost governments should set the good example and not use migrants as scapegoats or migration as an issue to divert the attention from current problems in a given country. As a faith based organization, we strongly believe in the value of equal treatment as expressed in the Holy Scripture: “The alien living with you must be treated as one of your native-born. Love him as yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt” (Leviticus 19:34)

4) Continue to improve the Global Forum as a process for learning and commitment for the benefit of migrants
Finally, Caritas would reiterate recommendations of previous fora to further develop the setting of the Global Forum as a global process, which keeps a record of lessons learned, improves the transparent participation of civil society and continues to enlarge the space of sharing with governments.


Rome, 07.11.2010
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