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Focus will be on scaling-up of resources to combat HIV/AIDS, improving
cooperation among Catholic organisations and international agencies to share
experiences and strengthen their respective areas of expertise. Representatives from
28 different countries will be gathering at the conference.

Major participants: Church hierarchy and superiors of Catholic religious orders;
Caritas Internationalis; Catholic funding organisations , including Catholic Relief
Services (USA), Caritas organisations in Europe and Oceania, MISEREOR, MISSIO,
Catholic Medical Mission Board; Catholic service organisations sponsoring community-
based care, treatment and HIV education and prevention programmes from every
continent in the world; UNAIDS, the World Health Organisation, the International
Labour Organisation, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, The
World Bank, and UNICEF; ecumenical faith-based organisations, including World
Council of Churches and Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance.

As a follow-up to its Memorandum of Understanding signed with UNAIDS, Caritas
Internationalis will serve as the principal convenor of a four-day meeting aimed at
sharing the knowledge and expertise of Catholic Church-sponsored organisations as they
look to combine forces and expand their efforts in the battle against HIV and AIDS.

A portion of these meetings will be reserved for discussing how the many different
Catholic organisations can better network in order to better fight HIV and AIDS.
Although the somewhat “grassroots” structure of the Catholic Church has been very
successful, especially in the treatment and care of HIV-infected people, a streamlined
approach would increase efficiency among Catholic organisations and agencies as they
pursue advocacy, fund-raising, and procurement of needed treatment and medication
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resources. It is hoped that with better collaboration, Catholic organisations will gain
greater access to funds administered by such multi-lateral donors as the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria and other bi-lateral and multi-lateral donors.

Catholic organisations also are seeking increased access to the technical expertise of
personnel from international agencies such as UNAIDS, the World Health Organisation,
UNICEF, and the International Labour Organisation.

The many NGOs and international agencies also stand to gain from the strongly-rooted
network of volunteers and services the Catholic Church has established at the parish and
local levels.

The Catholic Church is among the world’s most active providers of care, treatment and
education in response to the pandemic of HIV and AIDS and is especially effective
because of its outreach to the grassroots level in local communities as well as at national,
regional and global levels, through its coordination and advocacy structures.

“We are entering a new phase of devastation caused by the HIV/AIDS pandemic,
especially in the lives of the poor,” said Duncan MacLaren, the Secretary General of
Caritas Internationalis.

“Catholic organisations, which care for at least 25% of people living with HIV
throughout the world, have to build strategies to face up to the new challenges posed by
the pandemic. This is the good news we want to establish in Geneva,” Mr. MacLaren
said.

During the meeting, time also will be dedicated to addressing the challenges posed by
other major global pandemics, such as tuberculosis and malaria, and strategies will be
developed to promote a coordinated approach to all such pandemics.

In this effort, Caritas Internationalis is working with the support of and in close

collaboration with the International Labour Organisation, the World Health Organisation
and UNAIDS.
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Communiqué de presse, 19 janvier 2006

Réunion des organisations catholiques du monde entier engagées dans la lutte
contre le VIH/sida

Date: 23-26 janvier 2006

La conférence portera sur I’augmentation des ressources consacrées a la lutte contre
le VIH/sida et I’amélioration de la coopération entre les organisations catholiques et



les organisations internationales aux fins du partage de I’expérience et du
renforcement de leurs domaines de compétence respectifs. Des représentants de 28
pays se réuniront a I’occasion de cette conférence.

Principaux participants: Hiérarchie ecclésiastique et supérieurs des ordres religieux
catholiques; Caritas Internationalis; organisations catholiques de financement, dont
Catholic Relief Services (E.-U.), organisations Caritas d’Europe et d’Océanie,
MISEREOR, MISSIO, Catholic Medical Mission Board; organisations catholiques de
service parrainant les soins communautaires, le traitement et les programmes
d’éducation et de prévention en matiére de VIH, sur tous les continents du monde;
ONUSIDA, Organisation mondiale de la santé, Organisation internationale du travail,
Fonds mondial de lutte contre le sida, la tuberculose et le paludisme, Banque mondiale et
UNICEF; organisations religieuses cecuméniques, dont le Conseil cecuménique des
Eglises et I’Alliance cecuménique « agir ensemblex.

Au titre des suites données au mémorandum d’accord signé avec I’ONUSIDA, Caritas
Internationalis sera le principal organisateur d’une réunion de quatre jours dont I’objectif
est le partage des connaissances et des compétences des organisations parrainées par
I’Eglise catholique, soucieuses d’unir leurs forces et de décupler leurs efforts pour lutter
contre le VIH/sida.

Une partie des sessions sera consacrée aux maniéres dont les nombreuses et diverses
organisations catholiques peuvent améliorer leur travail en réseau pour lutter plus
efficacement contre le VIH/sida. Bien que la structure « de terrain » de I’Eglise
catholique se soit révélée trés performante, notamment pour le traitement et la prise en
charge des personnes infectées par le VIH, une approche integree améliorerait I’efficacité
des organisations et des organismes catholiques qui ménent des actions de plaidoyer, de
collecte de fonds et d’achat des traitements et médicaments indispensables. On espére
que, grace a une collaboration efficace, les organisations catholiques acceéderont plus
facilement aux fonds administrés par les donateurs multilatéraux, tels que le Fonds
mondial de lutte contre le sida, la tuberculose et le paludisme, et d’autres bailleurs de
fond bilatéraux ou multilatéraux.

Les organisations catholiques essayent également d’avoir davantage acces aux
compétences techniques du personnel des organisations internationales, telles que
I’ONUSIDA, I’Organisation mondiale de la santé, ’'UNICEF et I’Organisation
internationale du travail.

Les nombreuses ONG et les organisations internationales pourraient également tirer
bénéfice du réseau fortement enraciné de bénévoles et de services que I’Eglise catholique
a établi aux niveaux paroissial et local.

L’Eglise catholique compte parmi les acteurs les plus actifs de la lutte contre la
pandémie du VIH/sida, en termes de soins, de traitement et d’éducation; elle est
particulierement efficace grace a sa présence géneralisée depuis la base, au niveau des



communautés, jusqu’aux niveaux national, régional et mondial, a travers ses structures de
coordination et de plaidoyer.

“Nous entrons dans une nouvelle ere de dévastation, causée par la pandémie du VIH/sida,
surtout dans la vie des pauvres” estime Duncan MacLaren, Secrétaire général de Caritas
Internationalis.

“Les organisations catholiques, qui prennent en charge au moins 25% des personnes
vivant avec le VIH dans le monde, doivent élaborer des stratégies pour faire face aux
nouveaux défis de la pandémie. Telle est la bonne nouvelle que nous voulons concrétiser
a Genéve,” a dit M. MacLaren.

Durant la réunion, les participants se pencheront également sur les problémes posés par
les autres grandes pandémies mondiales, comme la tuberculose et le paludisme; des
stratégies seront élaborées pour promouvoir une approche coordonnée de la lutte contre
toutes ces pandémies.

Dans cette démarche, Caritas Internationalis bénéficie du soutien et de la collaboration
étroite de I’Organisation internationale du travail, de I’Organisation mondiale de la santé
et de ’ONUSIDA.
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CATHOLIC-AIDS Jan-27-2006 (630 words) Xxxi
Church officials say Catholic groups should coordinate AIDS efforts
By Catholic News Service

GENEVA (CNS) -- Catholics assisting people living with HIV/AIDS need to
coordinate their efforts in order to improve their service and fight prejudice and suspicion
about the church's response to the disease, said participants at a January meeting.

Caritas Internationalis, the umbrella organization of Catholic charities, convened
the Jan. 23-26 meeting in Geneva to promote cooperation and to bring Catholic AIDS
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programs into contact with scientific and funding experts from the U.N. AIDS program,
the World Health Organization and other international agencies.

Father Robert J. Vitillo, special adviser on HIV and AIDS for Caritas, said the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria is structured to channel funding
through national governments, which are supposed to work with faith-based
organizations in education, prevention, treatment and the care of orphans.

"But only 2 percent of Global Fund funds have gone to faith-based
organizations,” he told Catholic News Service Jan. 27. The figure is particularly low
when "40-50 percent of all health care in the developing world is provided by faith-based
organizations."

Father Vitillo said representatives from the international agencies were impressed
with the amount of care and treatment Catholics are providing and with the level of
expertise evident in their programs.

The meeting marked another step in "overcoming the idea that the Catholic
Church is doing nothing in the fight against AIDS because it does not promote the use of
condoms," he said. "There is growing respect for the church” and a growing recognition
that the promotion of abstinence before marriage and fidelity within marriage is an
essential part of prevention, he said.

The January meeting included representatives of the U.S. bishops' Catholic Relief
Services; bishops' conferences from Africa, Asia and Latin America; religious orders;
and Catholic organizations like the International Federation of Catholic Medical
Associations, the International Association of Catholic Pharmacists and the U.S.-based
Catholic Medical Mission Board. The Focolare movement and the Community of
Sant'Egidio also participated.

Archbishop Silvano Tomasi, Vatican representative to Geneva-based U.N.
agencies, told participants the meeting showed Catholics realize "intensified
collaboration, communication, outreach and professional capacity are becoming
indispensable tools for an efficient response™ to the AIDS pandemic and the social and
economic ruin it is leaving in its wake, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa.

Archbishop Tomasi said Catholic agencies must form partnerships with large
international agencies to reach more people.

"Our identity will not be compromised,” he said, "not because of a mistaken
notion of self-righteousness, but because the vision of the person we hold is, in the long
run, its best protection.”

Father Vitillo said Catholics have shown "tremendous generosity" in giving to
Catholic AIDS programs, but giving often is limited by the fact that people see AIDS
simply as a health problem, when it is blocking development in many parts of the world,
wiping out a generation of teachers, doctors and workers and leaving millions of children
orphaned.

The priest said the meeting also brought out the fact that "Catholic organizations
tend to be doers and do not take a lot of time to do reporting,” yet if they are going to
share successes and challenges and prove the scientific validity of their approaches,
Catholic agencies must dedicate some resources to self-studies and the analysis of patient
outcomes.

Duncan MacLaren, secretary-general of Caritas Internationalis, told the meeting
that almost every national Caritas organization in the world is involved in AIDS-related



work ranging from education and treatment to advocacy in order to prevent
discrimination.

"We have done all this not because we are technicians or just nice people, but
because we are people of faith,” he said. "We are all people who, through our efforts to
bring hope to the shattered world of those living with HIV and AIDS, believe that we are
opening windows for God's transforming grace to enter the world."
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Rencontre des organisations catholiques engagées dans la lutte
contre le sida Pour 'augmentation des ressources

ROME, Lundi 23 janvier 2006 (ZENIT.org ) — La rencontre des organisations catholiques
engagées dans la lutte contre le sida s’est ouverte aujourd’hui a Rome et elle s’achévera
le 26 janvier, indique un communiqué de la Caritas.

Elle réunit des représentants d’organisations de 28 pays en vue de « I’augmentation des
ressources » et « I’lamélioration de la coopération ».

Le congrés portera sur « I’augmentation des ressources consacrees a la lutte contre le sida
» et « I'amélioration de la coopération entre les organisations catholiques et les
organisations internationales aux fins du partage de I’expérience et du renforcement de
leurs domaines de compétence respectifs ».

A cOté des représnetants catholiques, sont égazlement invités ONUSIDA, I’Organisation
mondiale de la santé, I’Organisation internationale du travail, le Fonds mondial de lutte
contre le sida, la tuberculose et le paludisme, la Banque mondiale et I’'UNICEF, ainsi que
des organisations religieuses cecuméniques, dont le Conseil cecuménique des Eglises et
I’ Alliance cecuménique « agir ensemble».

Au titre des suites données au memorandum d’accord signé avec I’ONUSIDA, la Caritas
Internationalis sera le principal organisateur d’une réunion de quatre jours dont I’objectif
est « le partage des connaissances et des compeétences des organisations parrainees par
I’Eglise catholique, soucieuses d’unir leurs forces et de décupler leurs efforts pour lutter
contre le VIH/sida ».

Une partie des sessions sera consacrée aux maniéres dont les organisations catholiques
peuvent améliorer leur travail en réseau pour lutter plus efficacement contre le VIH/sida.

Bien que la structure « de terrain » de I’Eglise catholique se soit révélée tres performante,
notamment pour le traitement et la prise en charge des personnes infectées par le VIH,
une approche intégrée améliorerait I’efficacité des organisations et des organismes
catholiques qui menent des actions de plaidoyer, de collecte de fonds et d’achat des
traitements et médicaments indispensables.
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« On espere que, grace a une collaboration efficace, les organisations catholiques
accederont plus facilement aux fonds administres par les donateurs multilatéraux, tels que
le Fonds mondial de lutte contre le sida, la tuberculose et le paludisme, et d’autres
bailleurs de fond bilatéraux ou multilatéraux », indique la Caritas.

Les organisations catholiques essayent également d’avoir davantage acces aux
compeétences techniques du personnel des organisations internationales, telles que
I’ONUSIDA, [I’Organisation mondiale de la santé, I'UNICEF et [I’Organisation
internationale du travail.

Les nombreuses ONG et les organisations internationales pourraient également tirer
bénéfice du réseau fortement enracine de bénévoles et de services que I’Eglise catholique
a établi aux niveaux paroissial et local.

L’Eglise catholique compte parmi les acteurs les plus actifs de la lutte contre la pandémie
du VIH/sida, en termes de soins, de traitement et d’éducation; elle est particulierement
efficace grace a sa présence généralisée depuis la base, au niveau des communautés,
jusqu’aux niveaux national, régional et mondial, a travers ses structures de coordination
et de plaidoyer.

« Nous entrons dans une nouvelle ére de dévastation, causée par la pandémie du
VIH/sida, surtout dans la vie des pauvres » estime Duncan MacLaren, Secrétaire genéral
de Caritas Internationalis.

« Les organisations catholiques, qui prennent en charge au moins 25% des personnes
vivant avec le VIH dans le monde, doivent élaborer des stratégies pour faire face aux
nouveaux défis de la pandémie. Telle est la bonne nouvelle que nous voulons concrétiser
a Genéve », a dit M. MacLaren.

Durant la réunion, les participants se pencheront également sur les problémes posés par
les autres grandes pandémies mondiales, comme la tuberculose et le paludisme; des
stratégies seront élaborées pour promouvoir une approche coordonnée de la lutte contre
toutes ces pandémies.

Dans cette démarche, Caritas Internationalis bénéficie du soutien et de la collaboration
étroite de I’Organisation internationale du travail, de I’Organisation mondiale de la santé
et de ’ONUSIDA. ZF06012308

Church Aiming to Improve Efforts in AIDS Fight
Geneva Meeting Helps to Stifle Stereotypes



GENEVA, FEB. 6, 2006 (Zenit.org).- As Benedict XVI\'s first encyclical \"Deus Caritas
Est\" was being made public in Rome, representatives from Catholic organizations
worldwide were in Geneva trying to put his message into action.

In particular they discussed ways of scaling up resources and improving cooperation in
the global fight against HIVV/AIDS.

The Jan. 23-26 meeting, convened by Caritas Internationalis, the Vatican-based
confederation of Catholic charities, came about through a growing interest within the
U.N. system of the Church\'s involvement in caring for people with HIV and AIDS.

The UNAIDS estimates that 25% of the care institutions for people living with the virus
are run by Catholic Church structures, many of which are Caritas projects.

The four-day meeting brought together representatives from Church hierarchy, the
Caritas confederation, Catholic organizations, ecumenical faith-based organizations, and
international agencies, including UNAIDS and the World Health Organization.

They shared experiences and strategies for how to promote collaboration, and to examine
what the U.N. system can offer the Church in terms of training, technical skills and
expertise.

Exchanges with U.N.

According to Duncan MacLaren, secretary-general of Caritas, the conference yielded
fruitful exchanges between the U.N. system and the Church.

In particular, he said, it helped to lessen stereotypes about the Catholic Church regarding
prevention of HIV/AIDS. It also raised awareness of the Church\'s key role in promoting
a compassionate, education-focused response to the pandemic.

\"The faith side of HIVV/AIDS was stressed to the U.N. as a positive element in combating
stigma and discrimination and in aiding the person living with the virus to cope better,\"
said MacLaren.

\"As one person in the meeting stated, \'The U.N. now realizes that the Catholic Church is
the heart and nervous-system of our communities,\'\" he added.

It is hoped that through better collaboration, Catholic organizations will gain greater
access to funds administered by multilateral donors such as the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria.

Faith-based



Father Robert Vitillo, Caritas\' special adviser on HIVV/AIDS, pointed out that faith-based
organizations, despite their huge involvement in providing health care in the developing
world, receive just a fraction of the funding from the Global Fund -- roughly 2%.

The AIDS Funding Network Group, which consists of Caritas, International Cooperation
for Development and Solidarity (CIDSE), and Missio organizations and is chaired by
Father Vitillo, agreed that the establishment of an office of Catholic organizations dealing
with HIV/AIDS in Geneva would enable such groups to expand their connections with
the United Nations and to pursue advocacy work.

A small steering group has been formed to take this issue forward.
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